APPENDIX IV
COW-PROTECTION TRUE AND FALSE1
The question of cow-protection is extremely complex. The fanatic, the
humanitarian and the economist will of course view it differently. . . . But the
Hindu ideal of cow-protection has nothing in common with that of the first
and transcends that of the other two. . . . The camel and the horse occupy the
same position in the economic life of the people of Arabia that the cow does
in ours. . . . Yet the ideal of camel-protection or horse-protection never
arose in Arabia. . . . Even in the West the cow has more and more come to
be regarded as the "mother of prosperity" and dairying has been developed into
an elaborate science, but Westerners have not adopted the ideal of cow-
protection in the sense in which we have. The cow-protection ideal set up by
Hinduism is essentially different from and transcends the dairy ideal of the
West. The latter is based on economic values, the former, while duly recogni-
zing the economic aspect of the case, lays stress on the spiritual aspect, viz.,
the idea of penance and self-sacrifice for the relief of martyred innocence
which it embodies. . . .
\ The story [in Kalidasa's Ragkuvamsa] runs that King Dilip of the famous
Raghu line finding himself in his declining years without issue went to seek
the advice of sage Vasishtha his preceptor and was told that the attainment
of his desire was prevented by a curse pronounced upon him by Surabhi, the
Divine Cow, on account of an unintended insult that he had once offered
to her and that the only way to remedy it was to propitiate her by personally
serving her and by protecting her against all harm in her roamings in the
forest. So dismissing all his servants, the King entered upon his penance . . .
"offering her palatable mouthfuls of grass, rubbing her body, keeping off the
gnats, following her as her shadow, halting where she halted, sitting down
where she lay down, moving forth when she moved." . . * Such was the power
of the King's penance and so all-conquering his love that even wild Nature
felt its spelL "When he entered the forest as its protector, forest conflagrations
would become extinguished even without any shower of rain ... the stronger
animals no longer oppressed the weaker ones."
Thus it went on for "thrice seven" days at the end of which, wishing
to test the devotion of her protector, the cow entered a cave in the Himalayas
. . , and was suddenly seized upon by a lion unnoticed by the King who
was lost in contemplating the beauty and grandeur of the surrounding moun-
tain scenery. Startled from his reverie by the plaintive lowing of the cow, the
King, ashamed of his absent-mindedness, fitted an arrow to his bow to shoot
1 Only excerpts are reproduced here.